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WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

 

Prelude        Stand Up and Bless the Lord 
Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551 

 

 

Call to Worship 
 

God welcomes you here, 

 whether we come from around the corner or from far away 

God rejoices that you are here, 

 just like a loving parent embracing a long lost child. 

God celebrates that you are here, 

 that we have come to be together again. 

Let us lift our hearts and our voices to God whose love knows no bounds. 

 Let us worship God together. 

 

 

Response        Like a Mighty River Flowing   VU 267 
Words: Michael A. Perry 

© 1982, 1989 Hope Publishing Company. 

Music: German carol, 14th century 

 

   Like a mighty river flowing, 

like a flower in beauty growing, 

far beyond all human knowing 

is the perfect peace of God. 

 

   Like the azure ocean swelling, 

like the jewel all-excelling, 

far beyond our human telling 

is the perfect peace of God. 

 



 

Life & Work of the Church                   
 

Welcome to online worship 

Land Acknowledgement 
 

As we prepare for worship, we take a moment to acknowledge the sacred land 

beside the water on which Birchcliff Bluffs United Church stands. It has been a 

site of human activity for many thousands of years. This land is the 

territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca, 

and most recently, the Mississauga’s of the Credit and Scugog, 

part of the Williams Treaty.  Today, the meeting place around Toronto is still the 

home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful for the 

opportunity to live and work on this territory.  We seek to be mindful of broken 

covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our relations. 

 

Candle Lighting 

 

 

Opening Hymn      Come and Find the Quiet Centre   VU 374 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray  

© 1982 Hope Publishing Co. 

Music: Attributed to Benjamin Franklin White 

 

 

1   Come and find the quiet centre 

in the crowded life we lead, 

find the room for hope to enter, 

find the frame where we are freed: 

clear the chaos and the clutter, 

clear our eyes, that we can see 

all the things that really matter, 
be at peace, and simply be. 

 

  

2   Silence is a friend who claims us, 

cools the heat and slows the pace, 

God it is who speaks and names us, 

knows our being, face to face, 

making space within our thinking, 

lifting shades to show the sun, 

raising courage when we're shrinking, 

finding scope for faith begun. 



  

3   In the Spirit let us travel, 

open to each other's pain, 

let our loves and fears unravel, 

celebrate the space we gain: 

there's a place for deepest dreaming, 

there's a time for heart to care, 

in the Spirit's lively scheming 

there is always room to spare! 

 

 

Prayer for Grace 

  

O God, our Loving Parent, when we allow 

impatience and a sense of entitlement to drive us 

away from you, call us back by your grace. When we 

squander your gifts and allow excess to rule our 

lives, remind us of what matters most.  Receive us 

into the arms of your mercy, that we may be 

reconciled with you and with all our relations.    

Amen 

 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Psalm 13               The Message (MSG) 

 
1-2 Long enough, GOD— 

    you’ve ignored me long enough. 

I’ve looked at the back of your head 

    long enough. Long enough 

I’ve carried this ton of trouble, 

    lived with a stomach full of pain. 

Long enough my arrogant enemies 

    have looked down their noses at me. 
3-4 Take a good look at me, GOD, my God; 

    I want to look life in the eye, 

So no enemy can get the best of me 

    or laugh when I fall on my face. 
5-6 I’ve thrown myself headlong into your arms— 

    I’m celebrating your rescue. 

I’m singing at the top of my lungs, 

    I’m so full of answered prayers. 

 



 

Hymn       Be Not Afraid 
Words and Music by Bob Dufford, S.J. 

© 1975, 1978, Robert J. Dufford, SJ, and OCP Publications 

 

You shall cross the barren desert 

But you shall not die of thirst 

You shall wander far in safety 

Though you do not know the way 

You shall speak your words in foreign lands 

And all will understand 

You shall see the face of God and live 

 

Be not afraid 

I go before you always 

Come, follow me and I will give you rest 

 

If you pass through raging waters in the sea 

You shall not drown 

If you walk amid the burning flames 

You shall not be harmed 

If you stand before the power of hell 

And death is at your side 

Know that I am with you through it all 

 

Be not afraid 

I go before you always 

Come, follow me and I will give you rest 

 

And blessed are your poor 

For the kingdom shall be theirs 

Blest are you that weep and mourn 

For one day you shall laugh 

And if wicked tongues insult and hate you 

All because of me 

Blessed, blessed are you 

 

Be not afraid 

I go before you always 

Come, follow me and I will give you rest 

  

 

Exodus 33:12-23                   The Message (MSG) 

 
12-13 Moses said to GOD, “Look, you tell me, ‘Lead this people,’ but you don’t let me know whom 

you’re going to send with me. You tell me, ‘I know you well and you are special to me.’ If I am 



so special to you, let me in on your plans. That way, I will continue being special to you. Don’t 

forget, this is your people, your responsibility.” 
14 GOD said, “My presence will go with you. I’ll see the journey to the end.” 
15-16 Moses said, “If your presence doesn’t take the lead here, call this trip off right now. How 

else will it be known that you’re with me in this, with me and your people? Are you traveling 

with us or not? How else will we know that we’re special, I and your people, among all other 

people on this planet Earth?” 
17 GOD said to Moses: “All right. Just as you say; this also I will do, for I know you well and you 

are special to me. I know you by name.” 
18 Moses said, “Please. Let me see your Glory.” 
19 GOD said, “I will make my Goodness pass right in front of you; I’ll call out the name, GOD, 

right before you. I’ll treat well whomever I want to treat well and I’ll be kind to whomever I 

want to be kind.” 
20 GOD continued, “But you may not see my face. No one can see me and live.” 
21-23 GOD said, “Look, here is a place right beside me. Put yourself on this rock. When my Glory 

passes by, I’ll put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with my hand until I’ve passed by. 

Then I’ll take my hand away and you’ll see my back. But you won’t see my face.” 

 

The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon    The Back of God’s Head 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn          Be Still My Soul   VU 652  
Words: Katharina von Schlegel  

English translation: Jane Laurie Borthwick 

Music: Jean Sibelius 

 

1   Be still, my soul, for God is on your side; 

bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 



Trust in your God, your saviour and your guide, 

who through all changes faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul, your best, your heavenly friend 

through stormy ways leads to a peaceful end. 

  

2   Be still, my soul, your God will undertake 

to guide the future surely as the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

all now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul, life's tempests still obey 

the voice that once the waves' wild fury stayed. 

  

3   Be still, my soul, the hour is hastening on 

when we shall be forever in God's peace; 

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

love's joys restored, our strivings all shall cease. 

Be still, my soul, when change and tears are past, 

all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

   

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

 

 

Stewardship Moment 

 

“All we have” can be a little or a lot. There is always a way to 

reach out to our neighbour.  

 

Invitation to Offering 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

 

 

Prayer of Lament for Today  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever.    

Amen.  



BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

  

Closing Hymn         Lift Every Voice and Sing 
Words: James Weldon Johnson 

Music: J. Rosamond Johnson 

 

Lift every voice and sing,  

Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise  

High as the list'ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

 

Sing a song full of the faith  

that the dark past has taught us; 

Sing a song full of the hope  

that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun  

Of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

God of our weary years,  

God of our silent tears, 

You who has brought us thus far on the way; 

You who has by Your might  

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

 

Lest our feet stray from the places,  

our God, where we met thee; 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine  

of the world, we forget thee; 

Out from the gloomy past,  

Till now we stand at last 

Where the bright gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

Benediction & Commissioning  

 

 

 

Postlude     
 

Permission to reproduce lyrics and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 

from Christian Copyright Licensing International, with licenses #915307 and 

#20513516  



Other Resources for Today 

 

Sermon Images:  1. Melancholy – Picasso 

   2. Paradox – Anonymous digital imagery 

 

Other Lectionary Readings 

Matthew 22:15-22  New Revised Standard Version 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 

teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 

regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 

emperor, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then 

he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21 They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then 

Jesus said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 

the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and 

went away. 

1 Thessalonians 1  New Revised Standard Version 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 

constantly 3 remembering before our God your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 

chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved 

to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an 

example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded 

forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has 

become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those 

regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 

from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for the chosen one from heaven, who 

was raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 


