
1 
 

  
Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Rev. Gregory Daly: Minister of Word & Sacrament 

Rev. Carmen Llanos: Minister of Community Development 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 
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September 6, 2020 – Labour Day Sunday 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

 

When all seems right in our lives. 

 God is present, loving us. 

When we are oppressed, living in bondage. 

 God is present, loving us. 

When we are in the wilderness. 

 God is present, loving us. 

When we arrive at a new place of hope. 

 God is present, loving us.   

 Let us worship God by being present here today. 

 

Response    Dance With The Spirit   MV 156 
Words and music: Jim Strathdee 

© 1995 Desert Flower Music 

 

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’, 

walk with the Spirit throughout the long day. 

Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’, 

listen to the Spirit to show you the way. 
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Life & Work of the Church 

 

Welcome to online worship 

We will have communion today and we invite you prepare some bread, a slice or a small loaf of 

any kind of bread or cracker. It can be anything that you alone or you with others in your house 

may break and share. Prepare a cup or cups of juice — perhaps grape or cranberry — or wine, 

with or without alcohol. Remember, in John's gospel, Jesus' first miracle was to turn water into 

wine. If all you have is a glass of water, it’s enough. 

Set these elements out wherever you experience online worship. Perhaps you want to put them on 

a cloth or fabric that reminds you of a special time or a person deeply connected with you in 

your life or in our faith community. Perhaps you want to prepare a candle to place beside the 

bread and the cup, or a a flower, a plant or the photograph of someone you wish to bring with 

you into this experience in this circle of faith 

Land Acknowledgement 

 

As we prepare for worship, we take a moment to acknowledge the sacred 

land beside the water on which Birchcliff Bluffs United Church stands. 

It has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years. This 

land is the territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the 

Seneca, and most recently, the Mississauga’s of 

the Credit and Scugog, part of the Williams 

Treaty.  Today, the meeting place around 

Toronto is still the home to many Indigenous 

people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful 

for the opportunity to live and work on this territory.  We seek to be 

mindful of broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all 

our relations. 

 

Candle Lighting 

 

 

Opening Hymn    Worship Our God    VU 401 
Words: Fred Kaan © 1974 Hope Publishing Company 

Music: © 1976 Ron Klusmeier. 

 

            Worship our God, worship our God 

         praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son 

         raising our hands, raising our hands 

         in devotion to God who is one! 

  

1       Raising our hands as a sign of rejoicing, 

         and with our lips our togetherness voicing, 

         giving ourselves to a life of creativeness, 

         worship and work must be one!  
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Worship our God, worship our God 

         praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son 

         raising our hands, raising our hands 

         in devotion to God who is one! 

  

2       Praying and training that we be a blessing, 

         and by our handiwork daily confessing: 

         we are committed to serving humanity, 

         worship and work must be one! 

 

Worship our God, worship our God 

         praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son 

         raising our hands, raising our hands 

         in devotion to God who is one! 

  

3       Called to be partners with God in creation, 

         honouring Christ as the Lord of the nation, 

         we must be ready for risk and for sacrifice, 

         worship and work must be one!  

 

Worship our God, worship our God 

         praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son 

         raising our hands, raising our hands 

         in devotion to God who is one! 

  

5       Now in response to the life you are giving, 

         help us, Creator, to offer our living, 

         seeking a just and a healing society, 

         worship and work must be one!  

 

Worship our God, worship our God 

         praise the Creator, the Spirit, the Son 

         raising our hands, raising our hands 

         in devotion to God who is one! 

  

Opening Prayer  

 

God, Like the Israelites in Egypt we too wander in 

the wilderness. 

We look for paths in all the wrong places, and we 

squander our resources unwisely.  Today we ask that 

you give us the courage to look to you; knowing that 

in your grace we are passed over despite our 

shortcomings and our foibles.  Help us to live in that 

grace and find a path to journey with you.  Amen. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Help us O God, to come to you with open lives to receive your words.   

May we give them new life as we listen to what you have to say.   

Open our hearts as we embark on this journey with each other and with you.  Amen 

 

Exodus 12: 1-14   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

God said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole congregation 

of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household. 4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 

obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of 

it. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 

congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it 

on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb 

that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do 

not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner 

organs. 10 You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 

morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your 

feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of God. 12 For I 

will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land 

of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I 

am God. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 

I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to God; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Hymn    If Our God Had Simply Saved Us  VU 131 
Words: traditional Hebrew. Translation: Don Pickard © 1993 

Music: traditional Israeli 
 

1 If our God had simply saved us, 

         merely brought us out of Egypt, 

         only opened up our prison: Dayeinu! 
 

                     Dadayeinu, dadayeinu, 

                     Dadayeinu, dayeinu, Dayeinu, dayeinu! 

                     Dadayeinu, dadayeinu, 

                     Dadayeinu, dayeinu, dayeinu! 

 

2       If our God had split the Red Sea: 

         made a way through walls of water, 

         only opened up the waters: Dayeinu! R 
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3       If our God had kept our feet dry, 

         kept our heads above the waters, 

         kept us safely without drowning: Dayeinu! R 
  

4       If our God had brought us over, 

         led us safely on to dry land; 

         (even though it was a desert): Dayeinu! R 
  

5       If our God had only led us, 

         only gone ahead to guide us, 

         given cloud and fire to lead us: Dayeinu! R 
  

6       If our God had only brought us 

         to the awful fire at Sinai: 

         filled us all with dread at Sinai: Dayeinu! R 
  

7       If our God had spoken to us 

         only one word through the thunder 

         merely whispered on the mountain: Dayeinu! R 

  

8       If our God had given to us 

         less than Ten Words as prescription 

         simply told us: 'Take the tablets!': Dayeinu! R 
  

9       If our God had laid the law down: 

         tabled in the words by Moses, 

         only given us the Torah: Dayeinu! R 
  

10      If our God had given us manna, 

         daily sent down bread from heaven, 

         simple manna in the desert: Dayeinu! R 

  

11      If our God had only given 

         seventh day for joy and gladness, 

         without all the rest to help us: Dayeinu! R 
  

12      If our God had from a mountain 

         let us glimpse the land of promise, 

         only gaze across the Jordan: Dayeinu! R 
  

13      If our God had, through the river, 

         led us to dry bread and water 

         and not laid on milk and honey: Dayeinu! R 
  

14      If our God had fed us only: 

         feasted us upon the mountain - 

         not inviting all the neighbours: Dayeinu! R 
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15      But, our God, who holds the banquet, 

         calls the whole world into freedom: 

         opens up the new creation: Dayeinu! R 

 

Matthew 18: 15-20  The Message Translation 

15-17 “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell them—work it out between the two of you. If they 

listen, you’ve made a friend. If they won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the 

presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and try again. If they still won’t listen, tell the 

church. If they won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to start over from scratch, confront them 

with the need for repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love. 

18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. 

What you say to one another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you get together on anything at 

all on earth and make a prayer of it, God in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of 

you are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.” 

The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon         Get Ready to Go 

 

What kind of a waiter are you?  Not the ones that we find serving in restaurants, I am talking 

about waiting.  When you have to wait for something, how do you do it?  Are you the calm cool, 

collected type, ready hours before, or are you a last minute person.  I read a meme the other day 

that said – there are two types of people in this world – those who have their bag packed for 

holiday a week in advance, and those who get up the morning of departure and remember they 

need to do a load of laundry.  AND – often these are the people who find themselves in 

relationship with each other. 

When we get ready to go someplace, we expect our 

family to be ready too.  When we get ready to leave after 

church, we expect our spouse to be ready too, unless they 

are visiting with someone, then you wait, and when they 

are ready to go, you are now visiting with someone.  We 

are often out of sync with each other and it is difficult to 

be ready at the same time.  Today’s sermon is about 

readiness, because God wants us to be ready. 

Our Hebrew scripture passage for today is a little different from many biblical narratives.  It is 

more like a chapter in a book of religious rituals, because it contains specific instructions for a 

meal the Hebrew’s were supposed to prepare, the first Passover meal. 
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But if you look past the specific cooking instructions, you’ll quickly see that this passage comes 

at the tail end of quite a dramatic turn of events in the life our friend Moses, and today’s passage 

is the merging of all these stories where Moses, his family and the Hebrew people—all of them, 

in unique ways, are being asked to pack up everything that’s familiar and set out on a literal 

journey of following God. 

People have been making decisions about whether to stay or go for centuries and they are tough 

ones to make. We hear about it when there are natural disasters – recently Hurricane Laura 

reminded us of the difficult choices that can present. 

And so it was with Moses and with the Hebrew people, who were instructed by God in our 

lesson today to make an elaborate meal, and then to strap their traveling shoes to their feet, pack 

their bags and be ready, ready to run! The language in the passage is interesting: This is how you 

shall eat -  your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 

shall eat it hurriedly.  Definitely some urgency suggested.   They didn’t know where they were 

going. They didn’t know why. All they knew was God had given them instructions, and the 

instructions were to get ready to go. 

Rewind a little bit to where we were last week, shoeless in the sand in front of a burning bush 

with the voice of God echoing over the desert: “Moses, Moses!” 

Over the chapters that followed God gave Moses a very detailed preview of what was ahead. 

God had heard the groans of agony coming from the people. God was ready to intervene to save 

them. And, Moses was the lucky one to get to break the news to the Pharaoh. 

Last week Moses protested, reticent to step up and take action.  I referred to it last week, but of 

all the excuses I think my favorite has to be is: “Excuse me God, please, I don’t talk well. I’ve 

never been good with words, neither before nor after you spoke to me. I stutter and stammer.” 

If any of you watched the Democratic National Convention recently you will 

see that these kinds of impediments are not impediments to sharing meaningful 

moments and understanding that there are contributions that can be made as we 

respond to personal challenges. 

I also alluded to this last week, recall that Moses and Aaron trooped off to the royal palace and 

explained to Pharaoh that God wanted him to let the Hebrew people go. Predictably, Pharaoh is 

less than impressed. Moses and Aaron left and went back to report Pharaoh’s response to God—

as if God didn’t already know. But narrative is narrative, and we need a big scene to stage the 

next dramatic turn of events. God said, “Well then, if Pharaoh won’t agree to my request, then I 

am going to stretch out my hand and make him sorry he declined.” Things were about to get bad 

for the Egyptian people . . . and they did.  The experiences of snakes; rivers of blood; frog and 
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insect infestations; cattle dying by the thousands from unexplainable disease; boils; hail; 

darkened suns… and still those in power refused.  Talk about stubborn; talk about a desperate 

desire to hold onto power regardless of what happens.  Each time these events occurred Moses 

and Aaron kept getting up, strapping on their shoes and marching to the palace, delivering the 

same message over and over. It is time – and God says: “Pharaoh, let 

my people go!” 

Finally, God got fed up. 

Pharaoh’s resolve was 

weakening, but there was no way 

he was going to let the Hebrew people go. A whole 

workforce, gone? It would devastate the Egyptian economy. 

No, he would not let the people go.  I can appreciate with 

this telling why the story of this people’s exit from Egypt 

resonates so strongly in the Black community, and why 

those in power don’t want to see the Black Lives Matter movement prevail.  Modern day Moses’ 

and Aarons’ call – let my people go. 

Then the worst plague of all was announced, and once again Moses and Aaron were tasked with 

telling Pharaoh what was about to happen. God said, at midnight a great hush would fall over the 

whole land of Egypt, and the firstborn of everything in the land would die. The text says: 

“Widespread wailing will erupt all over the country, lament such as has never been and never 

will be again” (11:6). And then, God said, finally . . . Pharaoh would let the people go. 

This was the drama leading to our passage today. Even with all the plagues, Pharaoh would not 

let the people go; the Hebrews could see what was going on but could never really imagine 

freedom. But all of the sudden, here it was. God instructed them to prepare a lamb and to mark 

their doorposts with its blood, a signal that they were ready, ready to get up and go to wherever 

God is leading them. Moses told them: “Get ready. Prepare your meal and eat it with your 

traveling clothes on; your sandals on your feet; your traveling stick in your hand. Eat quickly and 

be ready, because when God calls, it’s time to go!” 

Can you imagine their fear? For generations they had weathered the storms of slavery in Egypt. 

They’d watched Moses and Aaron agitate the Pharaoh with their demands and they’d felt the 

effects of his intimidation as their workload increased and the conditions of their slavery got 

more and more harsh. 

But they weren’t blind. They could see the pressure rising; they observed the plagues; they saw 

Moses and Aaron going back and forth to the palace to ask for their freedom. And so, when they 

got the list of strange instructions for dinner, they had to decide: were they going to pack up 
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everything in their lives to follow the command of God? Were they willing to eat on the run, as 

God directed, even though they weren’t quite sure where they were running to? 

Since the very first Passover, of course, Jewish people everywhere celebrate an elaborate 

Passover meal as a ritualistic remembrance. When Jews gather for Passover they eat symbolic 

foods and tell the story of the first Passover again, when God asked them to put on their traveling 

clothes and get ready to go wherever God would lead. 

As Christians, we also will celebrate a ritual meal where we eat symbolic food and tell the story 

of God’s invitation to us as well. It’s also an ancient meal, celebrated by Jesus and his disciples 

two thousand years ago. 

And, as people of faith, it’s awfully tempting to experience a meal like Passover, or a meal like 

communion today, as a dry ritual harkening back to a historical experience we didn’t witness and 

that holds little relevance for our 21st century lives. But be careful . . . gathering around a meal 

set for us by the God of the universe can only mean one thing: we’d better be ready to go. 

Following God, as Moses and the Hebrews and all of us have found out over and over again, is 

not a life of static, predictable monotony. No, God is always calling us to be ready, ready to live 

out the faith we claim with courage, to travel to new and uncharted places, to show with our very 

lives the radical God we follow. 

This is no static meal . . . as we come to the table of Christ today, we would do well to come with 

our traveling clothes on, sandals strapped to our feet and walking stick in hand. Because 

gathering together as followers of Christ is not a mindless social activity. We are called to be 

ready to pack up everything and go, because 

God’s kingdom is coming all around us …  

I wouldn’t want to miss that.  We’ll hear 

more of this story next week; sure enough, 

celebrating that first Passover was a prelude 

to the biggest road trip of these people’s 

lives. 

And so it may very well be with us.  In our 

own lives, in our church we too are on a 

road trip.  Are we ready to go?  God has 

prepared us, God has given us the tools.  

And as Jesus says in our Gospel reading – where two or three are gathered in my name – I am 

there.  This is represented each time we come to the communion table.  And when you do, know 

this: following God takes courage and conviction, the willingness to be ready to go, wherever 

God leads and wherever the world needs us to be present.   
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Our United Church of Canada is on a new journey as well.  Last week 

our new General Secretary was announced – Michael Blair.  Michael has 

brought many things to our church in his previous role in mission 

leadership and now he will apply this to new roles.  Michael brings his 

history as a black man, as a Jamaican immigrant, as a former Baptist 

Minister ousted from that denomination because he came out as a gay 

man.  I suspect, knowing him, that his leadership style will include calls 

to us – Get Ready to Go – we are embarking on a new journey together.  

It is a call to intimacy and commitment to support each other and work 

together.  It is a call to look at ourselves – to look at anti-black racism – 

to look at systems and structures that have oppressed.  Jesus was helping us to understand some 

of the ways to deal with those circumstances in our Gospel reading today. 

If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell them—work it out between the two of you. If they listen, 

you’ve made a friend. If they won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of 

witnesses will keep things honest, and try again. If they still won’t listen, tell the church. If they 

won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to start over from scratch, confront them with the need for 

repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love.  “Take this most seriously:  

As we move into the fall, we are going to journey together with the people of Israel through the 

wilderness.  There will be triumph and tragedy, there will be times when it will seem they are 

ready and other times, not so much.  We will consider our own journey.  Our individual and our 

collective journey.  Get ready to go.  Come with everything you have and everything you are, 

ready to go to the next place God is calling you. 

You ready? Let’s go.  Amen. 

Hymn              Go Down Moses 
Spiritual 

 

When Israel was in Egypt’s land, Let my people go! 

Oppressed so hard they could not stand, Let my people go! 

 

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; 

Tell old Pharaoh to let my people go! 

 

No more shall they in bondage toil, Let my people go! 

Let them come out with Egypt’s spoil, Let my people go! 

 

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; 

Tell old Pharaoh to let my people go! 
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Oh, let us all from bondage flee, Let my people go! 

And let us all in Christ be free, Let my people go! 

 

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; 

Tell old Pharaoh to let my people go! 

 

Your foes shall not before you stand, Let my people go! 

And you’ll possess fair Canaan’s land, Let my people go! 

 

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; 

Tell old Pharaoh to let my people go! 

   

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Offering our Gifts to God   

 

God has abundantly bestowed upon us the gift of life.  

Our best response is to offer our whole lives 

as agents for God’s mission in the world.   

Give as you are able to build the community of God 

in our homes, our congregation and around the world. 

 

Communion 

Invitation & Peace 

As grain, scattered on the hillside 

was gathered together and made into one loaf,  

so too, we, scattered at tables in our own homes,  

are bound together around Christ’s table 

and become one. 

As grapes grown in the field 

are gathered together and pressed into wine,  

so too are we drawn together 

and pressed by our times 

to share a common lot 

and are transformed into Christ’s self-giving love for all. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

God be with you 

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts 

We lift them up to God, 

God is with us, in community – Trinity, Three in One. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

In the beginning was the Word bringing order from chaos, 

forming the universe and the brilliant blue sphere we call home. 

We thank you for wisdom through the ages and for your sustaining love. 

You have given people courage through years of suffering, hardship and exile. 

You have called some to be prophets proclaiming peace and justice for everyone, and You have 

called all of us to be neighbours, sharing words of love to one another. 

Thank you for the vision to see beyond the immediate, 

a calm in the midst of storm, 

the strength to build an ever expanding community 

and the courage to bring about change within our lives. 

We raise our voice in song 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus  MV 203 
Words: © 2005 William S. Kervin and Paul Stott 

Music: traditional melody, England and Ireland 

 

O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. 

All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace! 

Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 

And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name always! 

 

In the fullness of time, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

We give thanks for - Jesus - the Word with us. 

Jesus welcomed all, rich and poor people alike, 

sharing meals with all wherever he went, reminding us to welcome all people at this table 

whomever they are, wherever they come from, however they identify. 
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Jesus' words were not welcomed by everyone. 

Like many who challenge power, he was betrayed, arrested, and killed. 

But you raised him from the dead, and like his followers, 

we meet him again in the breaking of bread. 

And so, in the Spirit of the risen Christ, we sing together 

 

Memorial Acclamation  MV 204 

 

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again! (x2) 
 

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he took the bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples and said: Take; eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way he also took the cup after the supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them saying, Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the New Testament in my blood, shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Holy God, descend your Spirit upon these gifts of grain and grape 

that they might be for us the presence of the living Christ 

and pour out your Spirit upon us 

so that we might taken, blessed, broken and distributed 

so that others might know the blessing 

of living in communion with you and one another.  

Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, we pray.  

 

Great Amen  MV 205 

 

Amen, amen, O Holy One! Hosanna and Amen! (x2) 
 

The bread we break is Christ's gift of life. 

The cup we bless is Christ's sustaining love for us. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready. 

 

…Sharing of the meal… 

 

Prayer after Communion:  

 

Loving God, as summer ends, new and different challenges emerge in our lives. For some life 

continues, for some it changes. 

 

Thank You for routine, the familiar; the comforting: the sun coming up each morning, co-

workers ready to work together, teachers preparing to teach in new and challenging 

circumstances, students returning to learning. 
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To many, routine looks boring, but sometimes, in the ordinary there is a peace that others miss; a 

sense of belonging.  It can be a comfort to know what will be in the lunch bag on Thursday.  Our 

routines can become almost meditation; and in that peace, we can feel Your Presence. 

 

Let us not forget those whose work often goes unnoticed, 

Those who stay at home to care for children and family 

Volunteers who silently ensure that things run smoothly 

 

Let us not forget those for whom labour is difficult. 

            Those whose jobs are lost by corporate change 

 Those who work far from home 

 and struggle to send money to loved ones. 

 Those who must work illegally to survive,   

 Those who struggle to find work. 

 

In our silence we consider routines and those who long for one.  We are thankful for things that 

help us feel we belong and we thank You for being with us as we prepare to labour in our world. 

 

We offer our thanks to you creator for the opportunities that you give each one of us as we listen 

to your Spirit moving in this place and in our world.  Like the people of Israel starting out on 

their journey in the wilderness, help us to be ready to go with you as we labour each in our own 

way in response to your call. 

 

May the meal that we have shared in community nourish us to work for 

change, grounded in the words that Jesus taught us to share together 

saying…  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever.    Amen.  

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn    Deep In Our Hearts    MV 154 
Words © 1995 by John Wesley Oldham 

Music © 1996 by Ron Klusmeier 

 

1.      Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

         deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

         deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

         telling Creation that we are one. 

  

2.      Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 

         deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 

         deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 

         justice and peace in harmony. 
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4.      Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

         deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

         deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

         telling Creation that we are one. 
 

 

Benediction & Commissioning  

 

 

 

 

Postlude 

 

 
Permission to reproduce lyrics and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 

from Christian Copyright Licensing International, with licenses #915307 and 

#20513516 

 

 

  



16 
 

Other Resources for Today 

 

Other Lectionary Readings 

Psalm 149 

1 Praise God! 

Sing to God a new song, 

    sing praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
2 Let Israel be glad in its Maker; 

    let the children of Zion rejoice in their sovereign. 
3 Let them praise God’s name with dancing, 

    making melody with tambourine and lyre. 
4 For God takes pleasure in the people; 

    and adorns the humble with victory. 
5 Let the faithful exult in glory; 

    let them sing for joy on their couches. 
6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats 

    and two-edged swords in their hands, 
7 to execute vengeance on the nations 

    and punishment on the peoples, 
8 to bind their leaders with fetters 

    and their nobles with chains of iron, 
9 to execute on them the judgment decreed. 

    This is glory for all the faithful ones. 

Praise God! 

 

Romans 13: 8-14 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 

not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling 

of the law. 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day 

is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us live 

honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 

the flesh, to gratify its desires 


