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Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word and Sacrament: Rev. Gregory Daly  

Minister of Community Development: Rev Carmen Llanos 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Scripture: Norma Grech 

 

August 30, 2020 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost (Creation Time) 

 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude                 

 

Call to Worship (based on Matthew 16) 

 

We come to worship this morning from different places. 

 O God, do not be far from us. 
We come to worship this morning for different reasons. 

 O God, do not be far from us. 
We experience the presence of the Spirit in different ways. 

 O God, do not be far from us. 
We hear Jesus’ words with different ears. 

 O God, do not be far from us. 
“Deny yourselves. Take up your cross.” 

 O God, do not be far from us. 
“Follow me.” 

 O God, we thank you for drawing near to us  

 in this place, in this time, in our lives.  

 Amen. 

 

Response    Spirit, Open My Heart    MV 79 
Words: Ruth Duck © 1997 The Pilgrim Press 

Music: Wild Mountain Thyme 

 

         Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 

         As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 

         Spirit, open my heart. 
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     God, replace my stony heart 

         with a heart that’s kind and tender. 

         All my coldness and fear 

         to your grace I now surrender. 

 

Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living. 

         As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving, 

         Spirit, open my heart. 

 

 

Life & Work of the Church 

 

Welcome to online worship 

Land Acknowledgement 

As we prepare for worship, we take a moment to acknowledge the sacred 

land beside the water on which Birchcliff Bluffs United Church stands. It 

has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years. This land is 

the territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca, and 

most recently, the Mississauga’s of the Credit and Scugog, part of the 

Williams Treaty.  Today, the meeting place around 

Toronto is still the home to many Indigenous people 

from across Turtle Island. We are grateful for the 

opportunity to live and work on this territory.  We seek to be mindful of 

broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our relations. 

 

Candle Lighting 

 

 

Opening Hymn                 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky   VU 509 
Words & Music by Daniel L. Schutte 

© 1981 Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music 

 

1       I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

         I have heard my people cry. 

         All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 

         I who made the stars of night, 

         I will make their darkness bright. 

         Who will bear my light to them? 

         Whom shall I send? 

 

                     Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

                     I have heard you calling in the night. 

                     I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

                     I will hold your people in my heart. 
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2       I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

         I have borne my people's pain, 

         I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 

         I will break their hearts of stone, 

         give them hearts for love alone. 

         I will speak my word to them. 

         Whom shall I send?  

 

  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

                     I have heard you calling in the night. 

                     I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

                     I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

3       I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

         I will tend the poor and lame, 

         I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 

         Finest bread I will provide 

         till their hearts be satisfied. 

         I will give my life to them. 

         Whom shall I send?  

 

  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

                     I have heard you calling in the night. 

                     I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

                     I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

Prayer for Grace 

 

God, through waters of oppression you led people into the burning presence of your love. 

We want to feed on your abundance and so we humble ourselves in confession: 

We want to be followers of Jesus, but we find it hard to actually follow. 

We don’t even want to listen when conversations are difficult or challenging. 

We prefer to indulge ourselves. 

We are eager to put down our crosses. 

We cling tightly to our lives and grasp at worldly things. 

Loving God, forgive all of our thoughts and actions  

and lead us to the abundance of life in Christ. Amen 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

And Now for Something Completely Different 

 

I had to go shoe shopping recently and let me tell you that aging Greg doesn’t have the time of 

day for clothing shopping.  But, I was told by my chiropodist that I needed a pair of good fitting 

shoes after my recent surgery.  Not shoes for show, but shoes for stability and support. 
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Don’t I already have that?  I did not want to buy another pair, but I was told in no uncertain 

terms that the shoes I have are worn are not fit for the task at hand. 

 

My question is, how many pairs of shoes does one 

person need? 

 

Many of us have a lot of stuff – too much – more than 

we need.  

 

Today we will hear about Moses who, given his life circumstances, would have had – (at least 

for a period of time in his life) – the ability to own many shoes. 

In our story he is asked to set his shoes aside.  

 

My need to cast aside all the shoes I have I equate with Moses being told to take his shoes off.  

But what happens when we take off our shoes? 

 

It creates comfort  

In some instances it denotes respect 

It introduces vulnerability 

 

At the Burning Bush, God asked Moses to take off his shoes; to acknowledge the sacred nature 

of the space.  Perhaps people needed to see they were hoarding a whole bunch of “proverbial” 

shoes and may have forgotten where they came from and who to thankful for in having them? 

 

What do we hoard?  What are we not prepared to take off? 

  

My new shoes offered the possibility of decluttering: freshness, a 

clean start. 

Clearing away the debris opens us to see things a new way – or even 

just to see things we have not seen for a long time – like the back of 

our closet. 

 

Moses taking off his shoes meant that he was being vulnerable for God – he was entering a 

different realm - he needed to be able to focus for the big decision he was about to make. 

 

Are you able to take off your shoes, to throw away some shoes that are not supportive or up to 

the task?  What are we prepared to do to meet God? 
 

Hymn    Oh a Song Must Rise  MV 142 

 

Refrain: 

 Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend 

 Oh a song must rise once again 

 Singing out God’s praises and glory, 

 the faithful voices blend, 

 Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 
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1. From the mountains to the valleys, 

 from the desert to the sea, 

 a song must rise once again. 

 From the voices of our leaders, 

 the voice of you and me, 

 a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

 

2. From poverty and riches, 

 from the voice of young and old, 

 a song must rise once again. 

 From the free and the imprisoned, 

 the timid and the bold, 

 a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

 

3. From ev’ry house of worship, 

 in ev’ry faith and tongue, 

 a song must rise once again. 

 From the villages and cities 

 a new song must be sung, 

 a song must rise for the spirit to descend. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Help us O God, to come to you with open lives to receive your words.   

May we give them new life as we listen to what you have to say.   

Open our hearts as we embark on this journey with each other and with you.  Amen 

 

Exodus 3: 1-15     New Revised Standard Version  
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 

beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of God 

appeared in a flame of fire out of a bush; Moses looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 

consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 

bush is not burned up.” 4 When God saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of 

the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 Then God said, “Come no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 “I 

am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

7 Then God said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 

cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to 

deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, 

a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 

the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I 

have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring 

my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 

Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 God said, “I will be with you; and this shall be 
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the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 

shall worship God on this mountain.” 

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” God said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I 

AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The 

God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me 

to you’: 

This is my name forever, 

and this my title for all generations. 

 

Hymn    Will You Come and Follow Me   VU 567 

 

  Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

  Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

  Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known? 

  Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Matthew 16:21-28  New Revised Standard Version 

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 

great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it! 

This must never happen to you.” 23 But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 

You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.” 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with angels in the glory of Abba God, and then will repay 

everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 

taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in this kingdom.” 

The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon         This is Epic 

 

There are some biblical stories that have been hyped and told so many times that our modern 

world has done them the disservice of turning them into clichés.  Our reading from Exodus is one 

of those stories. Here we find the famous burning bush and Moses' confrontation with it. 
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Hollywood epics of the 1950’s echoed the sentiment of the day.  Big is good, focus on shock and 

awe to deliver sanitized messages that reinforced particular images of society – and in the case of 

Charlton Heston’s portrayal of Moses – particular images of God and how 

we are to engage thinking about God.  Cecil B. DeMille knew what 

worked to create the desired effect and it has influenced how we perceive 

God and Moses ever since.  This is the power of movies.  It has fixed in 

many people’s minds what Moses must have looked like and how he must 

have acted in the presence of the burning bush.  I am here to say that this 

imposition of such imagery gets the story almost completely, totally, 

wrong.  If I were making the movie, I would definitely use a different 

actor and I would also venture to make this as a comedy instead of a 

drama. 

With all due reverence, the story seems less about humbly 

acknowledging the power and glory of the Holy through 

mysterious, miraculous presentations, and more like a Monty 

Python farce.  I mean, we know that talking bushes that 

spontaneously combust is hardly everyday stuff, but unlike 

our stunned Charlton Heston Moses, who meekly responds 

and engages, the Moses of our biblical story engages in an 

edgy fast moving sequence of comments and queries with a 

plant that commands him to act on behalf of God’s people. 

Extraordinary things happen for certain, but the casting of my movie would likely resonate better 

with Jerry Seinfeld or perhaps Hannah Gadsby in the lead role!  Let me 

explain. 

The scene at the bush is framed by Moses’ life – what we 

know of his childhood: the basket in the weeds; the 

raising by his own Mother at the behest of Pharaoh’s daughter; the murder 

of the Egyptian supervisor who abused God’s people.  It leads us into the 

story of the story the book is named after – exodus.  A truly epic tale.  We pick up the story 

today after Moses runs for his life to Midian, and takes up shepherding under the tutelage of a 

newly acquired father-in-law. 

Moses has run pretty far away from his life those past troubles and experience.  We are told that 

he tends his flock "beyond the wilderness.”  Moses is clearly not looking for the limelight.  He 

comes to "Horeb (which is called also Sinai in other locations in the Bible), the mountain of 

God."  

So, he is laying low, minding his own business, the sheep are milling about and suddenly Moses 

spies the burning bush.  It’s on fire, who knows how or why, but it is clearly not burning up, and 

then, the bush starts talking! 

"Moses, Moses," calls the bush, and Moses, so Canadian and polite here, responds in an 

appropriate ancient Middle Eastern way, "Here I am."  Queue the Seinfeld dead pan delivery. 
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The bush continues.  It demands deference and insists that Moses take off his sandals: "you are 

standing on holy ground." 

We learn that the bush is none other than a visual presentation of 

YHWH, who reminds Moses of their nature of their relationship: 

"God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob."  

Moses here is perhaps no different than anyone else in an unknown circumstance, he drops his 

gaze, “for he was afraid to look at God" Ok, so far so good with the imagery.  This is no small 

scale theophany here, certainly not a Jesus image in a grilled cheese sandwich.  This is shaping 

up as an epic appearance of God that calls forth proper fear and awe. Moses so far has responded 

as I think he ought to have. 

YHWH proceeds to announce the “why” of this story.  "I have observed the misery of my 

people… I have heard their cry…  I know their sufferings…  I have come down to deliver 

them… 

God plans to deliver them using imagery that has resonated through time:  “to bring them up out 

of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 

I picture Moses, face down in the sand in front of the bush, listening to YHWH’s 

pronouncements.  Moses is thinking.  “OK, something big is up.  YHWH is determined to shake 

up the world, GO YHWH – right behind you!!!!” 

In fact, way behind you – feel free to let me know when you have taken care of all this. 

But there is a HUGE plot pivot at verse 10 of the reading.  YHWH makes one more 

pronouncement: “So, come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 

Egypt." 

This is where I think Hannah Gadsby would be the perfect casting choice.  Face hidden, still 

listening to God’s intentions, maybe eyebrows raising, Moses internal thoughts are whirling.  

“Surely you jest.”  This plot pivot has Moses spinning off with a bunch of questions all focussed 

on one goal.  “Get me out of this!” 

“What are you talking about?  Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out 

of Egypt?"  Hannah Gadsby does incredulous really really well.  So does Jerry Seinfeld. 

“I have a lot on my plate right now.  Remember, fugitive from Egyptian justice; recently 

married; kids; good steady job.” 

God’s response is steady and certain: "I will be with you.” And more than that, God claims that 

once everything is over Moses will be right back here – this time with a whole nation in tow 

worshipping, right at this same mountain.   

Seriously?  YHWH may have thought a promise of Divine presence would have sufficed, but 

clearly it was not for Moses.  
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The bargaining begins:  "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors 

has sent me to you; you know they are gonna want to know who.  They are gonna ask me, ‘What 

name does this God go by?’”   

Again – with the deadpan and perhaps hint of sarcasm, Moses asks: “What shall I say to them?"  

In my version of the movie, the plant is getting annoyed: “I am 

who I am,” or something to that effect!  Important to note here 

that the phrase really is notoriously ambiguous, it has stumped 

theologians, philosophers, and dreamers, for literally ever. 

Clearly YHWH wants to retain some mystery and is not about to 

impart the whole of the Divine name and identity to anyone, let 

alone a reluctant, hesitant, Moses, doing his best to weasel out of 

this call. 

"Tell them, 'I Am sent me;' that will surely convince them." You see, I can imagine God in my 

version of the movie throwing a few sarcastic lines back at my incredulous Moses. 

Not bloody likely, thinks a doubtful Moses, who immediately demands some magic to seal the 

deal.  This part of my movie is beyond the weekly lectionary limits but chapter 4 of Exodus is 

good reading.  "They won’t believe me," Moses whines, so, YHWH offers some tricks that 

Moses could employ—slithering serpent staffs, cured leprous hands, and turning water into 

blood. That will do it, thinks YHWH. Moses remains doubtful.  In our movie it is the montage 

scene where transformation is anticipated as we carry the plot forward. 

"YHWH, I have never been eloquent, not in the past, not in the present, in fact – “I am slow of 

speech and slow of tongue.”  

Moses does not recognize what the movie goers are coming to understand.  Clearly he fails to 

realize how well he is doing in this dialogue with the bush, and he seeks to minimize his gifts.  

YHWH sees through it all. 

“Hello” says YHWH, I’m the one who created speech and word and I think you have a lot more 

going on than you give yourself credit for.” 

Moses realizing he is not on the winning side of this conversation starts to plead: 

"YHWH, send someone else" The consolation is Aaron his brother who becomes 

the trusty sidekick.  Lots of solid actors that could play this role.  Maybe Ryan 

Reynolds would be a good choice.  Very witty with words that one.  The story 

wraps up with YHWH making a Divine choice – Moses - despite his reluctance, 

his foolishness, his lies, or his excuses. 

What are we to make of this epic story?  What I can tell you is that is gets told over and over 

again.  The pattern is set for the future of all Divine calls – Isaiah, Job, Jeremiah, the list is long.  
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God's call to service was, is, regularly met with uncooperativeness; reluctance; a lack of 

enthusiasm.  

In our story today, forget Seinfeld or 

Gadsby: Moses is, in fact, you and me—

less than eager to speak the truth, more 

than eager to let someone else take the 

lead. But sometimes, the task is ours and 

only ours, and we, and only we, must be 

the agents of God. 

There is good news here though.  Even as 

God forever calls people to speak truth to 

power, to say things that people do not want to hear, we are not alone.  God will be with us. 

We ourselves are cast in the lead role of this picture, perhaps if we are lucky, with a trusty Ryan 

Reynold sidekick. That would be epic. 

Hymn    I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me  VU 575 

 

I'm gonna live so God can use me, anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna live so God can use me 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me... 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

 

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna work so God can use me... 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me... 

Anywhere, Lord, anytime. 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Offering our Gifts to God   

 

God has abundantly bestowed upon us the gift of life.  

Our best response is to offer our whole lives 

as agents for God’s mission in the world.   

Give as you are able to build the community of God 

in our homes, our congregation and around the world. 
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Prayers of the People 

 

God we hear of your conversation with Moses and we know that you appear to us in many 

different ways.  Help us to recognize the “burning bush” in our own lives.  Help us to be open to 

approaching new experiences with willingness to engage, with a desire to clear away things that 

hold us back from moving in new directions.   

You call us to ventures where we cannot see the ending, with paths not yet forged, through 

challenges unknown. Give us faith to go out with courage and commitment, not knowing where 

we go, but knowing that you are with us on the journey supporting us. 

For those on difficult journeys right now we pray.  For those who are hungry, for those who have 

no place to lay their head, for those who live in fear of aggression and oppression.  We name 

them now before you… 

In their uncertainty may they know your presence in our care and compassion as we reach out in 

service to the world.  May our love for each other be genuine as we rejoice with those who 

rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  Help us to live in harmony with one another 

remembering the words Jesus has taught us to share together… 

      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever.    

Amen.  

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn        Take Up The Song    MV 213 

 

 Take up his song of peace and go into the world. 

 Take up his song of peace in ev’ry moment. 

 In ev’ry moment of the journey, we’re laying down our lives; 

 lay them down, in peace, lay them down, and take up his song. 

 

 

Benediction & Commissioning 

 

As we go from this place embrace the burning bush that calls you from 

afar – or is burning so close you are worried about catching fire.  Be 

ready to consider clearing away the debris. 

Don’t hold back from God.  This week, get to know God with your 

shoes on and with your shoes off. 

 

Postlude                                                         

 
Permission to reproduce lyrics and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 

from Christian Copyright Licensing International, with licenses #915307 and 

#20513516 
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Other Resources for Today 

 

Additional Lectionary Readings 

 

Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45 

O give thanks to God, call on God’s name, 

    make known God’s deeds among the peoples. 
2 Sing to God, sing praises to God; 

    tell of all God’s wonderful works. 
3 Glory in God’s holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek God rejoice. 
4 Seek God and his strength; 

    seek his presence continually. 
5 Remember the wonderful works God has done, 

    God’s miracles, and the judgments God has uttered,  
6 O offspring of God’s servant Abraham, 

    children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
23 Then Israel came to Egypt; 

    Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham. 
24 And God made the people very fruitful, 

    and made them stronger than their foes,  
25 whose hearts God then turned to hate the people, 

    to deal craftily with God’s servants. 
26 God sent God’s servant Moses, 

    and Aaron whom God had chosen. 
45 that they might keep God’s statutes 

    and observe God’s laws. 

Praise God! 

 

Romans 12: 9-21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve 

God. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of 

the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, 

weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 

wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says God.” 20 No, “if your 

enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing 

this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good. 

 


