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Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

The Rev. Gregory Daly:  revgregbbuc@rogers.com 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

 

May 10 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

 

We gather to worship in the name of Jesus Christ, 

 our living cornerstone. 

Though rejected by the world, 

 Jesus was set in a place of honour, precious in God’s sight. 

Like living stones, let us be built up as a spiritual house for God. 

 Offering our worship and praise, vibrant with life. 

 Let’s worship God together! 

 

Response  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   VU 333 (v.1) 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven to earth come down, 

fix in us your humble dwelling, 

all your faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, you are all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love you are; 

visit us with your salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

 

 

Life & Work of the Church 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement & Candle Lighting 

 

As we prepare for worship we now take a moment to acknowledge this sacred land beside the 

water on which Birchcliff Bluffs United Church stands.  

It has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years.  

This land is the territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations,  
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the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississauga’s of the Credit and Scugog, part 

of the Williams Treaty.  

Today, the meeting place around Toronto is still the home to many Indigenous 

people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful for the opportunity to live and 

work on this territory.  We seek to be mindful of broken covenants and the need 

to strive to make right with all our relations. 

 

As we light the candle today, we recall those who mother us.  The mother’s we are born to and 

the mothers who come to us in our lives.  These relationships are complex and powerful whether 

by birth or by circumstance.  Today we light the candle for the care and nurture that envelopes us 

through our mothers. 

 

Opening Hymn   Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth  VU 320 

 

Mothering God, you gave me birth 

in the bright morning of this world. 

Creator, source of every breath, 

you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 

 

Mothering Christ, you took my form, 

offering me your food of light, 

grain of my life, and grape of love, 

your very body for my peace. 

 

Mothering Spirit, nurturing one, 

in arms of patience hold me close, 

so that in faith I root and grow 

until I flower, until I know. 

 

If we say we are completely put together, the truth is not in us. But if we confess our distractions, 

our errors, and our anxieties, God will meet us and renew us. Let us pray together… 

 

Prayer for Grace  

 

Before God I acknowledge my reluctance to speak out clearly,  

 naming the injustice I see and declaring God’s vision. 

Before God and one another,  

we confess our reluctance to receive our calling as your people:  

 living out your dream of justice and joy. 

Remind us that we are made for service and recharged with your word. 

Renew us God, grant us courage to live out your way of peace and grace.  Amen 

 

Words of Assurance 

God has promised that whenever we repent and seek a new union with God, forgiveness is ours. 

That promise comes true now.  Siblings, know that in Jesus, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

And Now for Something Completely Different 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this time, how are we building the church?  We know that the church is more than the 

walls that contain it, so how can we be colourful building blocks in our world, revealing the 

church and inviting people in? 

 

Hymn   Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation   VU 325 

  

Christ is made the sure foundation,  

Christ the head and cornerstone, 

chosen of our God, and precious,  

binding all the church in one, 

holy Zion's help for ever,  

and its confidence alone. 

 

To this temple where we call you,  

come, O God of hosts, today; 

with your faithful loving kindness  

hear your servants as they pray, 

and your fullest benediction  

shed within its walls always. 

 

Here bestow on all your servants  

what they ask of you to gain, 

what they gain from you for ever  

with the blessed to retain, 

and hereafter in your glory  

evermore with you to reign. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Help us O God, to come to you with open lives to receive your words.   

May we give them new life as we listen to what you have to say.   

Open our hearts as we embark on this journey with each other and with you.  Amen 
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1 Peter 2:2-10  The Message (MSG) 

 

 1-3 So clean house! Make a clean sweep of malice and pretense, envy and hurtful talk. You’ve 

had a taste of God. Now, like infants at the breast, drink deep of God’s pure kindness. Then 

you’ll grow up mature and whole in God. 
4-8 Welcome to the living Stone, the source of life. The workers took one look and threw it out; 

God set it in the place of honor. Present yourselves as building stones for the construction of a 

sanctuary vibrant with life, in which you’ll serve as holy priests offering Christ-approved lives 

up to God. The Scriptures provide precedent: 

Look! I’m setting a stone in Zion, 

    a cornerstone in the place of honour. 

Whoever trusts in this stone as a foundation 

    will never have cause to regret it. 

To you who trust him, he’s a Stone to be proud of, but to those who refuse to trust him, 

The stone the workers threw out 

    is now the chief foundation stone. 

For the untrusting it’s 

. . . a stone to trip over, 

    a boulder blocking the way. 

They trip and fall because they refuse to obey, just as predicted. 
9-10 But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, chosen to 

be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to tell others of the 

night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to something, from rejected to 

accepted. 

 

John 14:1-14 The Message (MSG) 

 

14 1-4 “Don’t let this throw you. You trust God, don’t you? Trust me. There is plenty of room for 

you in my Father’s home. If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get a 

room ready for you? And if I’m on my way to get your room ready, I’ll come back and get you 

so you can live where I live. And you already know the road I’m taking.” 
5 Thomas said, “Teacher, we have no idea where you’re going. How do you expect us to know 

the road?” 
6-7 Jesus said, “I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father apart from 

me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him. 

You’ve even seen him!” 
8 Philip said, “Teacher, show us the Father; then we’ll be content.” 
9-10 “You’ve been with me all this time, Philip, and you still don’t understand? To see me is to 

see the Father. So how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to you aren’t mere words. I don’t just 

make them up on my own. The Father who resides in me crafts each word into a divine act. 
11-14 “Believe me: I am in my Father and my Father is in me. If you can’t believe that, believe 

what you see—these works. The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but even 

greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work to do that I’ve 

been doing. You can count on it. From now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I am 
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and what I am doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is in the Son. I 

mean it. Whatever you request in this way, I’ll do. 

 

The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon   Let Go of My Lego 

 

I love Lego. 

I had a huge box of Lego when I was growing up.  My father had built a wooden container for all 

of it with special compartments that separated out each of the pieces.  I also had a large square 

piece that I would use as a foundation for building – oh all kinds of things – but mostly cities and 

houses. 

When I was reading the scripture for today’s service earlier this year these images came to mind, 

and I thought of my love for these little pieces of plastic and how important they have been to 

stir the creative juices in my life.  Used for good, Lego is powerful example of how we each use 

our creativity in different ways. 

Lego can also do other things, I think of throwing it at my brother in frustration, I think of 

stepping on it in the middle of the night. 

For many years I had no Lego of my own, it had been passed on to younger ones to stir their own 

creative juices. 

A few years ago, when confronted with similar scripture in the lectionary, I had the idea of 

getting people to build something during the service and sharing what it was like to work on this 

together, it was my plan to do something like that again today.  At that time, I had asked my 

nephews if I could borrow some of their Lego for the exercise.  They had a Lego room – yes 

really – with thousands of pieces.  They asked how much I needed.  I said – oh about 25 pieces.  

They promptly went to a box in a far hidden corner and counted out 25 – yes counted out.  I was 

oddly amused and a bit out of joint because I realized that I was getting EXACTLY 25 pieces 

from a box of throw away Lego.   

After my annoyance wore off, I realized that their reticence to let of their Lego, came from a 

deep love of the stuff.  They treasured it – and I wonder if they didn’t quite trust me to return it. 

Lego is not much to look at when it is in pieces – but wow – go to the Lego website. There are so 

many different Lego blocks and sets to choose from.  Each has a part to play in making some 

new and interesting thing. 

During this time of physical distancing Joseph has blessed me 

with a gift of rekindled childhood, sets of Legos that I can use to 

create things.  The sets I have now are a bit different than the free 

for all blocks of the past, but no less impactful on my love of this 

stuff.  We have spent many hours creating things together. 

In the early church, people had difficulty making sense of this new 

and interesting thing that Jesus had brought about.  In our first 

reading today, Peter is speaking to the early church reminding 

them of the importance of taking all the different ideas and 

experiences they were having and working to build something 

new.  It is no wonder that Peter used the idea of building blocks to 
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do this.  The visual that is created here is powerful.  “Present yourself as building stones for the 

construction of a sanctuary of vibrant life.” 

Peter is challenging the listener to use what they have to make something new.  Each person is a 

building block, each one important.  Jesus - says Peter -  is a foundational block, a cornerstone, 

the key piece in the creation of this new thing.  Peter suggests that this cornerstone was not 

recognized by the world, it seemed like an unimportant throw away piece, at least to those who 

did not see the potential in it – to those who did not see the role that it could play in establishing 

a new order. 

As Joseph and I have built our Lego creations we have come to appreciate this principle.  In the 

right instance, each piece, no matter how innocuous or unusual could be the seminal part of a 

new thing, a foundation for creative new works. 

As we spread sets of Legos out on our dining room table, we quickly realized that even the 

tiniest most innocuous piece is essential to the whole of our creations. 

Peter understood this as well.  Jesus, for those who do not 

understand his role, what his foundation brings, see him as a 

stumbling block, a boulder that is hard to move, a piece of Lego that 

you step on in the middle of the night. 

But to those who see the possibilities, anyone of the pieces here is 

integral, crucial, to the bigger picture.  Jesus is a living stone – a 

stone set in a place of honour: set there because those who know 

Jesus and the message of love, radical hospitality, and service that 

he brings, can see how using this foundational stone builds 

something magical, something beautiful, and something powerful. 

Each little piece of Lego is part of something much bigger; part of 

the great mosaic that Lego represents for our own sense of 

creativity.  Each piece is an opportunity.   

You, each of you, is a wonderful piece of colourful, exotic, Lego.  Each of you can make a 

beautiful thing. Christ the foundational Lego, (for me the big square piece that sits at the root and 

from which all Lego creations flow), calls you to play, to create, to join together with others. 

I am the road, I am the way, I am the truth Jesus says, use me as your foundation, and you will 

stand tall, and firm, ready to face the world, ready to engage the world, and make a difference. 

If you want to understand what it means to be foundational says Jesus, take a look and see what I 

am doing.  If you want to see God’s action in the world says Jesus, look no further than into the 

eyes of each other as people serve one another in love, taking my message and sharing it freely 

with the world, and there you will see God.   

Each of us represents the face of God, a building block of God’s realm, when we take our own 

piece of Lego and join it to someone else’s.  God builds on us and we build on each other.  The 

result is a new creation. 

Christ is the building block that the world rejected: rejected because Christ challenged the world 

to build itself in a new way.  For centuries we sought to understand this message and what it 

might mean in our own lives from day to day.  This morning, don’t relegate Christ to a corner; a 

junk box of pieces that seem unworthy of time or energy.  Look at the beautiful thing created 

with the rejected building block: shared, revitalized, and understood in a new way. 

Each little piece of Lego is part of something much bigger; part of the great mosaic that Lego 

represents for our own sense of creativity.  Each piece is an opportunity.   
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You, each of you, is a wonderful piece of colourful, exotic, Lego.  Each of you can make a 

beautiful thing. Christ the foundational Lego, (for me the big square piece that sits at the root and 

from which all Lego creations flow), calls you to play, to create, to join together with others. 

Let go of your Lego; give your Lego away; share your building blocks.  You will reap the reward 

of new and vibrant things created when the various pieces work together and fit together in new 

and exciting ways. Amen 

 

Hymn   I Sing The Mighty Power of God 

 

I sing the mighty power of God  

that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad  

and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained  

the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at God’s command,  

and all the stars obey. 

  

I sing the goodness of our God 

that filled the earth with food;  

You formed the creatures with your word  

and then pronounced them good.  

God, how your wonders are displayed,  

where'er we turn our eyes,  

if we survey the ground we tread  

or gaze upon the skies.  

 

There's not a plant or flower below  

but makes your glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow  

by your command alone. 

While all that borrows life from you  

is ever in your care,  

and everywhere that we can be,  

our God is present there.  

 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Offering    
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Prayers of the People 

 

God of grace and light, You cannot be contained, but on occasion you choose to dwell in hearts 

and homes.  Glance lightly upon the hearts and homes dear to us, the people and places where we 

seek Your presence. 

 

Build up our homes: 

Where the happy may find peace; the sad may find comfort; the hungry may find food; the weary 

may find rest. 

 

Build up the places where we work and play: 

Where the honest may find satisfaction; the dedicated may find delight; the imaginative may find 

new horizons. 

 

Build up our community: 

Where the isolated may find friendship; the 

marginalised may find welcome; the unloved may 

find acceptance. 

 

Build up our nation: 

Be with those entrusted with the care of our society’s 

fabric.  May they use their skills and their calling to 

fashion communities of grace and understanding, 

where generosity of heart and mind and soul is not just a possibility in our daily life, but its core. 

 

Build up the Church: 

So that all people may find their place, unique and special, chosen and essential to the living 

establishment of grace, and where by Your grace each many know their value and their 

significance in Your eyes. 

 

Help us all, this day, to be living stones, and not dead weights, 

Dreaming dreams, and living gloriously the joy and kindliness 

Of a faith that edifies everything that life should be. 

In the Name of Jesus, our cornerstone, who taught us share these words together we pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever.   Amen.  
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BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn   God of Grace and God of Glory (v.1, 2 & 4)  VU 686 

 

 God of grace and God of glory, 

  on your people pour your power; 

 now fulfil your church's story; 

  bring its bud to glorious flower. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

  for the facing of this hour. 

 

 Lo, the hosts of trouble ‘round us 

  scorn your Christ, assail your ways; 

 fears and doubts too long have bound us; 

  free our hearts to work and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

  for the living of these days. 

 

 Set our feet on lofty places, 

  gird our lives that they may be 

 armoured with all Christ-like graces, 

  pledged to set all captives free. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

  that we fail not them nor thee. 

 

 

Benediction & Commissioning 

 

May God the maker of Lego 

and Christ the cornerstone  

and the Spirit of creativity 

be with you today and for the rest of your life. 

Amen 

 

 

Postlude  
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Other Resources for Today 

 

Prayers of the People - based on 1 Peter 2:19-25 

(adapted from a prayer by Rev Dr Derek Browning, Church of Scotland) 

 

Other Lectionary Readings for Today 

 

Psalm 31:1-5  New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
1 In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 

    do not let me ever be put to shame; 

    in your righteousness deliver me. 
2 Incline your ear to me; 

    rescue me speedily. 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

    a strong fortress to save me. 
3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

    for your name’s sake lead me and guide me, 
4 take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

    for you are my refuge. 
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

    you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 

Acts 7:55-60   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 

of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered 

their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 
58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 

and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried 

out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 

When he had said this, Stephen died.  

 
 

 

Cologne Cathedral (1248 start) 

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54257 

 

 
 

 

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54257

