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Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Minister of Word and Sacrament: Rev. Gregory Daly  

Minister of Community Development: Rev Carmen Llanos 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Readings: Kayin Paul 

Drama: Patricia Reid, Jessie Gordon  
 

September 27, 2020 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 

Prelude   Come Lord, to Our Souls Come Down 
Music by John Fawcett, 1822          

 

Call to Worship 

 

We come to hear the stories of other people 

 in another place long ago. 

 

We come to hear the stories that are also about us 

 today in this place. 

 

God, give us ears to listen: eyes to see, hearts to accept. 

 

Life & Work of the Church 

 

Welcome to online worship 

Land Acknowledgement 

As we prepare for worship, we take a moment to acknowledge the sacred 

land beside the water on which Birchcliff Bluffs United Church stands. It 

has been a site of human activity for many thousands of years. This land is 

the territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca, and 

most recently, the Mississauga’s of the Credit and 

Scugog, part of the Williams Treaty.  Today, the 

meeting place around Toronto is still the home to 

many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to live and work on this territory.  

We seek to be mindful of broken covenants and the need to strive to 

make right with all our relations. 

 

Candle Lighting 
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Opening Hymn             Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom   MV 10 
Words: Ruth Duck  / Music: Donna Kasbohm 

Words © 1996, Music © 1997 The Pilgrim Press 

 

1.      Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, 

         she who danced when earth was new. 

         Follow closely what she teaches, 

         for her words are right and true. 

         Wisdom clears the path to justice, 

         Showing us what love must do. 

  

2.      Listen to the voice of Wisdom, 

         crying in the market-place. 

         Hear the Word made flesh among us, 

         full of glory, truth, and grace. 

         When the word takes root and ripens, 

         peace and righteousness embrace. 

  

3.      Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; 

         nurture all who seek rebirth. 

         Spirit guide and close companion, 

         bring to light our sacred worth. 

         Free us to become your people, 

         holy friends of God and earth. 

 

Prayer for Grace 

 

God, the encourager, God, the compassionate, God, the merciful: 

Disturb us.  Rouse us from our sleep.  

Lift us into the consciousness of your presence.  

Change us, move us, mould us for the better; 

So that when you call, we will never be the same. 

We know that we are called to follow Christ, we are 

called to a life of humility.  

But what does that mean?  

Do we seek to exalt ourselves – to be lifted above others? 

Does our sense of success depend on someone else’s 

failure? 

Does our love of God guide our relationships? 

Do we twist service into convenience or leisure? 

Help us to see beyond our narrow ideas to your fullness and to live that fullness every day. 

Amen 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

And Now for Something Completely Different 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn    Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  VU 325 
Words: Latin 7th century, translated by John Mason Neale.  

Music: Henry Purcel 

 

1       Christ is made the sure foundation, 

                     Christ the head and cornerstone, 

         chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

                     binding all the church in one, 

         holy Zion's help for ever, 

                     and its confidence alone. 

  

2       To this temple where we call you, 

                     come, O God of hosts, today; 

         with your faithful loving-kindness 

                     hear your servants as they pray, 

         and your fullest benediction 

                     shed within its walls alway. 

  

3       Here bestow on all your servants 

                     what they ask of you to gain, 

         what they gain from you forever 

                     with the blessed to retain, 

         and hereafter in your glory 

                     evermore with you to reign. 

  

4       Laud and honour to the Father, 

                     laud and honour to the Son, 

         laud and honour to the Spirit, 

                     ever three and ever one, 

         one in might, and one in glory, 

                     while unending ages run. 
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Prayer of Illumination 

 

Help us O God, to come to you with open lives to receive your words.   

May we give them new life as we listen to what you have to say.   

Open our hearts as we embark on this journey with each other and with you.  Amen 

Matthew 21: 23-32         NRSV 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 

was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 

then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 

heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human 

origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 

“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things. 

And then he told a story.  “What do you think? A parent having two children went to the first and 

said, ‘Go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 The child answered, ‘I 

will not’; but later changed their mind and went. 30 The parent went to 

the second and said the same; and the child answered, ‘I go, but then 

did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of their parent?” They said, 

“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For 

John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did 

not change your minds and believe him. 

Hymn     All Who are Thirsty     MV 4 
Words and music: Benton Brown and Glenn Robertson 

© 1998 Vineyard Songs 

 

         All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain. 

         Dip your heart in the stream of life. 

         Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away 

         in the waves of his mercy as deep cries out to deep. 

We sing 

 Come, O Jesus, come,  Come, O Jesus, come, 

Come, O Jesus, come, Come, O Jesus, come. 

 

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain. 

         Dip your heart in the stream of life. 

         Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away 

         in the waves of his mercy as deep cries out to deep. 

We sing 

 Come, O Jesus, come, Come, O Jesus, come, 

Come, O Jesus, come, Holy Spirit come. 
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Exodus 17: 1-7  NRSV 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 

God commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test God?” 3 But the people thirsted there for 

water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 

to kill us and our children and livestock 

with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to God, 

“What shall I do with this people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.” 5 God said to 

Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and 

take some of the elders of Israel with you; 

take in your hand the staff with which you 

struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing 

there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. 

Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested God, saying, “Is God among us or not?” 

 

The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon         Enough is Enough (Part 2) 
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Hymn       Crashing Waters at Creation   VU 449 

Words: Sylvia Dunstan, © 1994 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

Music: © 1995 William A. Cross 

 

Crashing waters at creation, 

ordered by the Spirit's breath, 

first to witness day's beginning 

from the brightness of night's death. 

  

Parting water stood and trembled 

as the captives passed on through, 

washing off the chains of bondage - 

channel to a life made new. 

  

Cleansing water once at Jordan 

closed around the one foretold, 

opened to reveal the glory 

ever new and ever old. 

  

Living water, never ending, 

quench the thirst and flood the soul. 

Wellspring, Source of life eternal, 

drench our dryness, make us whole. 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Offering our Gifts to God   

 

God has abundantly bestowed upon us the gift of 

life.  

Our best response is to offer our whole lives 

as agents for God’s mission in the world.   

Give as you are able to grow the community of God 

in our homes, our congregation and around the 

world. 
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Prayers of the People 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen  

 

BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn    What a Friend We Have in Jesus      VU 664 
Words: Joseph Medlicott Scriven.  

Music: Charles Crozat Converse 

 

1       What a friend we have in Jesus, 

                     all our sins and griefs to bear! 

         What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

         O what peace we often forfeit, 

                     O what needless pain we bear, 

         all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

  

2       Have we trials and temptations? 

                     Is there trouble anywhere? 

         We should never be discouraged; take it to our God in prayer. 

         Can we find a friend so faithful, 

                     who will all our sorrows share? 

         Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to our God in prayer. 

  

3       Are we weak and heavy laden, 

                     cumbered with a load of care? 

         Christ the Saviour is our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

         Do our friends despise, forsake us? 

                     Are we tempted to despair? 

         Jesus' strength will shield our weakness,  

  and we'll find new courage there. 

 

Benediction & Commissioning 

 

Postlude                                                         
 

 

Permission to reproduce lyrics and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 

from Christian Copyright Licensing International, with licenses #915307 and 

#20513516  
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Other Resources and acknowledgements for Today 

 

Art for Exodus Reading 
Moses Striking Water from the Rock, Jacob Jordaens (Flemish, 1593 - 1678) 

Sermon Material 

 

Nestle: Council of Canadians: https://canadians.org/nestle 

Monsanto: Globe and Mail: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/the-ongoing-
wave-of-big-agriculture-mergers-needs-to-be-closely-watched/article36585079/ 

Palestine: United Church of Canada: https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-
initiatives/unsettling-goods-choose-peace-palestine-and-israel/about-1 

 

Additional Lectionary Readings 

 

Psalm 25: 1-9 NRSV 

Of David. 

1 To you, O God, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; 

    do not let me be put to shame; 

    do not let my enemies exult over me. 
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 

    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4 Make me to know your ways, O God; 

    teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; 

    for you I wait all day long. 
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O God, and of your steadfast love, 

    for they have been from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

    according to your steadfast love remember me, 

    for your goodness’ sake, O God! 
8 Good and upright is God; 

    instructing sinners in the way. 
9 God leads the humble in what is right, 

    and teaches the humble the way. 

 

 

Philippians 2: 1-13  NRSV 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 

love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, 

but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus, 

http://www.getty.edu/art/collection/artists/355/jacob-jordaens-flemish-1593-1678/
https://canadians.org/nestle
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/the-ongoing-wave-of-big-agriculture-mergers-needs-to-be-closely-watched/article36585079/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/the-ongoing-wave-of-big-agriculture-mergers-needs-to-be-closely-watched/article36585079/
https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/unsettling-goods-choose-peace-palestine-and-israel/about-1
https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/unsettling-goods-choose-peace-palestine-and-israel/about-1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A+1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a
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6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 

more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God 

who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 


