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Birchcliff Bluffs United Church 

Ministers:  All the People – wherever and however they gather 

Rev. Gregory Daly:  revgregbbuc@rogers.com 

Rev Carmen Llanos: revcarmenllanos@gmail.com 

Music Director:  Randy Vancourt 

Reader: Norma Grech 

 

June 21, 2020 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Two sparrows aren’t worth much in the world, they can be purchased dirt cheap. 

 But I hear that God sees them even when they fall. 

 They meet God’s tender view. 

If that’s true then what about us? 

 I hear that God knows how many strands of hair there are on the top of my head. 

 God has counted each one. 

That’s a lot to take in, but it sounds like God wants me to know that I am loved. 

 God of little things and countless things. 

 Be with us, love us, as we love you in worship together today. 
 

 

Response    God Is Here (v. 1, 4)    VU 389 
Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1979 Hope Publishing Company 

Music: William P. Rowlands 

 

God is here! As we your people 

                     meet to offer praise and prayer, 

         may we find in fuller measure 

                     what it is in Christ we share. 

         Here, as in the world around us, 

                  all our varied skills and arts 

 

God of all, of church and kindom, 

                     in an age of change and doubt 

         keep us faithful to the gospel; 

                     help us work your purpose out. 

         Here, in this day's dedication, 

                     all we have to give, receive; 

         we, who cannot live without you, 

                     we adore you! We believe! 

mailto:revgregbbuc@rogers.com
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Life & Work of the Church 

 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

As we prepare for worship, we take a moment to acknowledge the sacred 

land beside the water on which Birchcliff Bluffs United Church stands. It has 

been a site of human activity for many thousands of years. This land is the 

territory of the Huron-Wendat and Petun First Nations, the Seneca, and most 

recently, the Mississauga’s of the Credit and Scugog, part of the Williams 

Treaty.  Today, the meeting place around Toronto is still the home to many 

Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful for the 

opportunity to live and work on this territory.  We seek to be mindful of  

  broken covenants and the need to strive to make right with all our relations. 

 

 

Candle Lighting 

We light the candle today in honour of all students graduating from their 

school year.  In their energy, in their joy, in their commitment, we see the 

light of Christ and congratulate them on this achievement. 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn          Come and Find the Quiet Centre   VU 374 
Words: Shirley Erena Murray © 1982 Hope Publishing Company 

Music: Benjamin Franklin White 

 

1       Come and find the quiet centre 

                     in the crowded life we lead, 

         find the room for hope to enter, 

                     find the frame where we are freed: 

         clear the chaos and the clutter, 

                     clear our eyes, that we can see 

         all the things that really matter, 

                     be at peace, and simply be. 

  

2       Silence is a friend who claims us, 

                     cools the heat and slows the pace, 

         God it is who speaks and names us, 

                     knows our being, face to face, 

         making space within our thinking, 

                     lifting shades to show the sun, 

         raising courage when we're shrinking, 

                     finding scope for faith begun. 

  

3       In the Spirit let us travel, 

                     open to each other's pain, 

         let our loves and fears unravel, 
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                     celebrate the space we gain: 

         there's a place for deepest dreaming, 

                     there's a time for heart to care, 

         in the Spirit's lively scheming 

                     there is always room to spare! 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

God of little sparrows, God of the impossible,  

We pray for justice, peace and reconciliation; 

When the challenges seem too many, 

Remind us of your resurrection power; 

When the task seems overwhelming, 

May we remember that you have counted the hairs of our head. 

Remind us of the miracle of love; 

And when apathy threatens us, 

Remind us of your vision of a world made whole. 

Help us to hope that the impossible can happen 

And live as if it might do so today.  

Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

And Now for Something Completely Different  

 
 

 

Hymn             Mother Earth, Our Mother Birthing   MV 39 
Words: © 1999 Norman Habel 

Music: © 2006 Neil Weisensel 

 

Mother Earth, our Mother birthing 

ev’ry creature from the ground. 

Jesus too was flesh and breathing, 

kin to all that’s green and brown. 

Refrain: 
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Celebrate with all creation: 

God has formed the web of life. 

 

Sister Air, our Sister lifting 

ev’ry creature born with wings; 

Jesus shared the breath of forests, 

breath that makes our spirits sing. 

Celebrate with all creation: 

God has formed the web of life. 

 

Brother Water, Brother pulsing 

deep through ev’ry vein and sea, 

Jesus drank the very raindrops 

for our wine and in our tea. 

Celebrate with all creation: 

God has formed the web of life. 

 

Father Fire, our Father burning 

with the sacred urge to live. 

Jesus’ death completes the cycle, 

bringing life beyond the grave. 

Celebrate with all creation: 

God has formed the web of life. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Help us O God, to come to you with open lives to receive your words.   

May we give them new life as we listen to what you have to say.   

Open our hearts as we embark on this journey with each other and with you.  Amen 

 

Genesis 21:8-21   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
8 The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 

weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, 

playing with her son Isaac.[a] 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; 

for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter was 

very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be 

distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do 

as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13 As for the son of 

the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham 

rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on 

her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in 

the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=GENESIS+21%3A8-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-523a
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15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16 Then she 

went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, 

“Do not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her 

voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar 

from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard 

the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I 

will make a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She 

went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 

20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with 

the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land 

of Egypt. 

 

Hymn    O Jesus, I Have Promised (v. 1, 2, 4)  VU 120 
Words: John Ernest Bode 1866 

Music: James William Elliott 1874 

 

1       O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

         remain forever near me, my Saviour and my friend: 

         I shall not fear the journey if you are by my side, 

         nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 

  

2       O let me feel you near me: the world is ever near; 

         I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear; 

         my foes are ever near me, around me and within; 

         but, Jesus, then draw nearer and shield my soul from sin. 

  

4       O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you, 

         that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 

         And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

         O give me grace to follow, my Saviour and my friend. 

 

 

 

Matthew 10:24-39   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
24 “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the 

disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the 

house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!   

26 “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing 

secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 

hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.[a] 29 Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MATTHEW+10%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23446a
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30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value 

than many sparrows. 

32 “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 

heaven. 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but 

a sword. 

35 For I have come to set a son against his father, 

and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow 

me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake will find it. 

The word of God for the People of God 

 Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon   Two Sparrows for a Penny (It’s Complicated) 

I get a kick out of some of the catch phrases that have been popularized by social media.  One of 

them relates to our relationships with each other and simply states – “It’s Complicated” 

When it comes to reflections of love interests in social media, it is often used as an indicator of 

transition or change.  But it seems to me that we could apply that statement to every single 

relationship that we have.  Certainly Abraham could have made good use of it as he navigated 

love interests and offspring in our Genesis reading today. 

It is most definitely complicated. 

Just to recap their story a bit, God calls Abraham and Sarah to leave their home and venture out 

together with promises of land, family, and legacy.  But that is a complicated undertaking given 

their age.  Sarah complicates it further by suggesting that Abraham spend some time with her 

attendant Hagar and live out the promise by having a child with her.  The result was a mess.  

Very complicated, the conflicts that resulted tore the family, in fact multiple families, apart.  

Sarah ends up having a child as well, there are now competing blood lines in the family and all 

of these complications have played themselves out over the centuries.  All of this led to Abraham 

seeking to redeem himself by taking dramatic actions that astound us for their seeming 

impossibility even today.  Who would take their child and sacrifice them on an alter to God? 

Some father you say, some leader of nations you say.  It’s complicated. 

In our Gospel reading there is even more complicated talk – also interestingly - about fathers and 

family relationships.  Jesus adds this triangulation piece.  No longer is it just about relationships 



7 
 

between family members, Jesus throws relationship with God into the mix.  If it wasn’t 

complicated enough, now we have another layer to consider. 

Jesus reminds us that with all the complications of life, the twists and turns that it takes, we need 

look for ways to see above the fray.  When we are mired in our own experiences, in the drama of 

our lives and the complications that go with that, we can lose sight of what God is calling us to. 

Speak up and speak out says God – what is hidden, bring into the open.  What you hear 

whispered, proclaim it from the housetops. 

If we are caught up in the complications of our lives and our relationships it is going to be really 

difficult for us to be able to trust that God is part of this complicated life that we live. 

But, here is the good news: 

Remember those cheap little sparrows? Two sparrows for a 

penny - Imagine those pesky sparrows swarming around your 

bird feeder taking all the food you saved for the prized Oriole or 

Cardinal that you hoped for.  Maybe you think seagulls, or 

pigeons, those complicated relationships that we have with bird 

friends who are not always welcome.  If you’re Jessie Gordon – 

it’s squirrels – as she recently reminded us. Those sparrows, 

those little pigeons, or seagulls, or squirrels, not one of them falls to ground without God seeing 

and caring. 

So, take a big breath.  In all of life’s complications, in all the difficulties of relationships in 

family, with friends, with community and society, God sees it, God sees you in those moments 

when you are falling, overwhelmed, stressed, fearful, mired in the complications of your life.  

God sees you. 

And, even more wonderful a thought – every hair on your head 

has been counted.  I have an easier go at this of late than those of 

you waiting for your turn at the haircutters.   God knows every 

crazy frizzy hair on your head, God knows every crazy, frizzy 

thought you have and loves you and sees you and knows you. 

That would have been helpful for Abraham and Sarah and Hagar to hear with all the 

complications and twists and turns that overwhelmed their lives.  On Father’s day we think of the 

relationships that we have with fathers.  Many of us can relate to the phrase – It’s Complicated.  

Parental relationships can get really complicated sometimes, and Jesus’ reminder of God’s 

overarching love and the call to live that out may help us to put some of that down in order to 

trust that God is still there in the midst of how we relate to family and fathers. 

Do not be afraid, says Jesus, listen for God’s call. 

It is a call that can cut through life’s complications and offer us a branch to rest on, a feeder to 

replenish at, a place to regroup and make sense of our experience and refocus ourselves, a place 
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to take up Jesus challenge to follow, to listen to God’s call and chirp, chirp, chirp – very loudly – 

a beautiful message 

A message that can help uncomplicate the messiness of our complicated lives.  Today – right 

now every hair on your head has its place.  You are seen.  You are loved.    Amen 

Hymn       In The Bulb There Is a Flower   VU 703 
Words, Music: Natalie Sleeth  

© 1986 Hope Publishing Company 

 

In the bulb there is a flower; 

      in the seed, an apple tree; 

in cocoons, a hidden promise: 

          butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter 

               there's a spring that waits to be, 

unrevealed until its season, 

            something God alone can see. 

  

There's a song in every silence, 

      seeking word and melody; 

there's a dawn in every darkness, 

           bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; 

    what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, 

            something God alone can see. 

  

In our end is our beginning; 

in our time, infinity; 

  in our doubt there is believing; 

in our life, eternity. 

In our death, a resurrection; 

at the last, a victory, 

unrevealed until its season, 

               something God alone can see. 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

Offering our Gifts to God   

 

God has abundantly bestowed upon us the gift of 

life.  

Our best response is to offer our whole lives 

as agents for God’s mission in the world.   

Give as you are able to build the community of God 

in our homes, our congregation and around the 

world. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

God we know that Abraham was distressed because Ishmael was cut out of the community. 

Because Sarah could no longer tolerate Hagar. 

So Sarah threw her out into the wilderness. 

It was complicated and distressing. We are distressed whenever relationships are broken. 

We confess to you God that there are family and friends we have cast out, that we have left 

behind in the wilderness and we name them now… 

God, we know that in times of crisis, such as Covid-19, some communities are cut off from 

resources they need for survival, work; food; healthcare. 

We know they suffer disproportionately because of race, or poverty, or access to services. 

We know that you call us to proclaim this injustice from the housetops. 

We confess to you God that too often we fail to look beyond the boundaries of our own 

communities, cutting others off from what they need and we name them now… 

God of Hagar and Sarah, God of Isaac and Ismael, God of sparrows. 

You continually call us into community across boundaries, 

providing water in the desert and the promise of a future.  

May we believe that grace is working in our lives, 

opening hearts, restoring justice, making all things new in Christ Jesus who shared these words 

with us and called us to pray them together saying…  

     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory for ever and ever.    Amen.  
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BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH 

 

Closing Hymn   May the God of Hope Go With Us   VU 424 
Words: Alvin Schutmaat & Fred Kaan 

© 1993 Hope Publishing Company 

Music: Argentine folk melody 

 

1       May the God of hope go with us every day, 

         filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

         May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

         bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

 

                     Praying, let us work for peace, 

                     singing, share our joy with all, 

                     working for a world that's new, 

                     faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

  

2       May the God of healing free the earth from fear, 

         freeing us for peace, both treasured and pursued. 

         May the God of love keep our commitment clear 

         to a world restored, to human life renewed.  

 

                    Praying, let us work for peace, 

                     singing, share our joy with all, 

                     working for a world that's new, 

                     faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

 

 

Benediction & Commissioning 

 

 

May the creator of all (even the sparrow) hold you, 

the redeemer of brokenness challenge you, and 

the sustainer of love and relationship be with you 

in the complications of today and for the rest of 

your life. 

 

 

Postlude 

 
Permission to reproduce lyrics and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained 

from Christian Copyright Licensing International, with licenses #915307 and 

#20513516  
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Other Resources for Today 

 

Additional Lectionary Readings 

 

Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
1 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 

    for I am poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; 

    save your servant who trusts in you. 

You are my God; 3 be gracious to me, O Lord, 

    for to you do I cry all day long. 
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 

    for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

    abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 
6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 

    listen to my cry of supplication. 
7 In the day of my trouble I call on you, 

    for you will answer me. 
8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 

    nor are there any works like yours. 
9 All the nations you have made shall come 

    and bow down before you, O Lord, 

    and shall glorify your name. 
10 For you are great and do wondrous things; 

    you alone are God. 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 

    give your strength to your servant; 

    save the child of your serving girl. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, 

    so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, 

    because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

 

 

Romans 6:1-11   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

6 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no 

means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried 

with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in 

a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed 

from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 

that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
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him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 


